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This year marks 302nd An-
niversary of the glorious vic-
tory and honoring our hea-
venly patroness and rescuer, 
the Miraculous Madonna of 
Sinj, who protected Sinj 
from the Ottoman invasion 
in 1715.  

Ever since that day, Croati-
ans have maintained a u-
nique love and devotion to 
Mary. Thousands still make 
the annual pilgrimage to 
Sinj. Many more around the 
world seek Our Lady of 

on. 

The religious tradition of a 
Velika Gospa Procession 
and Mass began in Bridge-
port in 1906, and the replica 
of the image of Our Lady of 
Sinj was brought by Croati-
an immigrants from Sinj, the 
Bradarich brothers.  

tradition secured permanent 
and deep roots in Chicago. 

 

 
We sincerely welcome all of you who join us this Velika Gospa; tho-
se who return year after year, who take time off from work to at-
tend our grand, solemn procession and Mass, as well as those who 
are here for the first time!  
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Main celebrant for the high Mass this year is 
fr. Mario Knezovic, who was ordained priest 
in this church in May of 2000. 
(More about fr. Mario on page 2.) 
 
 

Vujeva, Consul General of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na and all other honorable guests! 

Grand Marshall  - Josip Novak 
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This year marks the 50th year that Josip Novak became a parishioner of St. Jerome Croati-
an Catholic Parish. Josip found his spiritual home in our parish back in November, 1966.  

 Josip was born in Donja Dubrava, a village along the river Drava, in the most beautiful 
th of August, 1940. His father was Mijo and his mother 

brothers and four sisters. One of his brothers is his twin. He complted his schooling in the area 
where he was born and was trained as a tailor.  

 Sadly, as was the case in many parts of Croatia, and becasue of poor management, even 

families of the time, the children began to scatter to various cities in Croatia and across the 
world...even as far as distant Australia. 

 In similar fashion, in 1959, Josip departed from his home for the city of Rijeka following  
his sister. He was able to find his first employment there, and from there he was able to emigrate 
to Rome in 1963. In Rome, he met up with his other sister who is a nun. In the interveneing time, 
Josip had to report to the emigre camp in Trieste so as to continue his further journey. Josip un-
successfully attemted to obtain a visa for Australia or Germany. In the end, he crossed over into 
France - walking accross the border. Once in Paris, he had multiple opportunities to work at his 

Letter of Gua-
rantee so that he could legally enter the U.S. He arrived in America near the end of 1966.  

 Soon after arriving, he joined our church choir and frequently served as lector at Masses 
in our parish. With great enthusiasm, Josip joined many cultural societies such as that of the Croa-
tian Cultural Society, Zrinski. Josip served as President of that society. He also was a member of 
the Croatian-American Radio Club. Josip was also a member of the Croatian Catholic Union, fra 

 as well. Josip was also active in various political societies: he was a member of 
the Croatian National Resistance,  Croatian De-
mocratic Union. 
Ivan to Chicago so that he could play soccer for the Croatian Homeland Defense Club,  

together. 

was the only one in her family to survive. Her uncles died as Croatian soldiers. There simply was 
no room in Communist Jugoslavia for 
the family members of Croatian soldi-
ers. The vast majority of them had to 
leave their homeland. The majority of 
them left home for Australia.  

 
women from the area of Livno would 
walk on pilgrimage all the way to our 

come to Paris immediately, but Josip 
waited for her nonetheless. They mar-
ried in Paris in 1975. Shortly after, 
they arrived in Chicago. Both Josip 

church on a regular basis. Meanwhile, 
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osvrte na situaciji u domovini i u Crkvi koje je redovito objavljivao u raznim novi-

 

govini.
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daleke Australije.  

 Tako i Josip godine 1959. odlazi za sestrom u Rijeku i tu nalazi prvi posao, da 

 

 

koncem 1966. godine. 
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 U Chicago dovodi svoga brata Ivana koji dolazi igrati nogomet za Hrvatski 
 

 
 

 

gom svjetskom ratu. Jedino je njezin otac 

 



 

Chicago, te zajedno redovito dolazili u svoju crkvu sv. Jeronima. 

u pripremi peciva za Veliku Gospu 

 

 

dobro govore hrvatski. Aktivni 
su i u hrvatskim sportskim dru-
tvima. 

Jedan od njih Dubravkin sin 

orima Hrvata, zagreba ki Dina-
mo ga  je zamjetio i pozvao u 

pozvan u  juniore Chicago Fire. 

 

 

an benevolent society Croatian Woman, Branch 1. 
active member of the St. Jerome Marian Society baking goods for 
Velika Gospa. 

ravka and Davorka. From the time their children were little, they 
enrolled them in our Cardinal Stepinac Croatian School were they 
continued to learn Croatian along with Croatian songs and dan-
ces. At one point, Josip also served as President of Cardinal Ste-
pinac Croatian School. Both daughters came to love the culture 
of their ancestors and have preserved their Croatian heritage and 
language. Once they complted their Croatian schooling, they 

continued to 
assit the Croati-
an School by 
teaching and 
caring for the 
national costu-
mes used by 
the school. Of 
course, both of 
them speak 
Croatian excep-
tionally well.  

Now their fami-
lies come our church regularly and many of them either are rea-
ders or altar servers.Their children also attend Croatian school. 
They enrolled them in various sport societies actually, one of 
them, Davorka  tried out as a Junior for the 
Hrvat, Zagreb Dinamo and for Chicago Fire.  

family, and for the fact that they are such good and loyal mem-
bers of our Parish. It is a pleasure to deal with Josip since he is 

have overflowing love for everyone she wishes to embrace e-
veryone and to joyfully share her expertly-  
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